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MAKING DEMOCRACY SAFE FOR 
THE WORLD 

In time of war prepare for peace. That is the duty of every 
citizen, but especially of every citizen who believes in the gospel of 
Jesus. As Americans we have accepted the duty of protecting our 
nation against an ever more recognizable enemy. We are helping 
to make the world safe for democracy. We want no discussion of 
peace terms intended to divide our people or confuse our thinking. 

But war is not normal. We fight to insure peace. We do not 
desire peace that we may prepare for another war. 
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We have entered a new epoch in social history. We shall not 
revert to conditions which existed five years ago. The old struggle 
between labor and capital has entered a new stage. Governmental 
activities may not be kept at war-time extent, but the nation will 
not forget its lessons in state control of transportation, fuel, and 
food. Women will not be ready to abandon their newly found 
occupations. Our sense of national unity and duty will hesitate 
to destroy our training camps. 

What part ought the churches to have in the new world that the 
war will bequeath us ? What ought our churches to do in prepara- 
tion for that day ? 
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First of all, of course, they must co-operate with the national 
forces now at work in carrying on the war. The morale of our youth 
must be guarded; the call to battle must be saved from being a call 
to hatred; agencies for the relief of those whom the war will maim 
or impoverish must be supported; the national morale must be 
heightened and our people be inspired to live by our highest ideals. 
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In all this development of national efficiency in war our churches 
must have a part. But they must look beyond victory to the new 
world that is to be. 

Our churches ought to be preparing to further international 
good will. We must learn to forgive as well as to punish a national 
criminal. If peace is to be ever permanent, it must rest on more 
than the military or economic power to restrain nations. If a 
League of Nations is to be formed, it must be more than an armed 
alliance based on preponderating armies and navies. If disarma- 
ment ever comes, it will be because nations place new reliance upon 
one another's honor. 

It is the duty of Christian leaders to prepare for these new days. 
Our churches can keep patriotism from degenerating into jingoism. 
We can co-operate with Christian leaders in other lands in work for 
a Christian internationalism. We can protest against any terms 
of peace that threaten to perpetuate international hatreds. We 
can continue to educate men and women to see moral issues 
in the relations between economic classes as well as between nations. 
We must make democracy efficient by making it fraternal and 
generous. 

And, what is even more difficult, we must transform our ideals 
and exhortations into working plans and institutions. 
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We must win this war. 

That is our stern duty. But in making the world safe for 
democracy it is our imperative duty as Christians to make democ- 
racy safe for the world. 

It is as improvident to be unprepared for peace as it was 
dangerous to be unprepared for war. 



